Oxford and its Story

The Gunpowder Plot led to more stringent measures
being taken to root out the Roman Catholics from the
University.    It  is  possibly  to   the   deep   impression
made by that event that the foundation of Wad ham
College is due.    The founder of that college (1609),
Nicholas Wadham, is said to have intended to endow
a  Roman Catholic  college at Venice,  but to  have
decided to endow a number of non-clerical and termin-
able  fellowships  at   Oxford   instead.      His   widow,
Dorothy, carried out his plans, and, after Gloucester
Hall had refused the benefaction, purchased the site of
the suppressed settlement of Augustinian  Friars and
built the front quadrangle  with hall and chapel as,
externally, we have them to-day.     For the interior of
the chapel was dealt with by the  Gothic  revivalists
(1834).   The Hall and Quadrangle, in the Elizabethan
style, closely resemble the Divinity Schools.    But the
east window of the chapel, and the two lofty arches,
which divide it from the ante-chapel, are extraordinarily
fine Perpendicular, and distinctly reminiscent of New
College.    The rest of the ante-chapel blends with the
style of the Hall, so that it forms a link between the
domestic architecture of the quadrangle and the eccle-
siastical architecture of the chapel.    The Foundress
then adopted the contemporary style of the Elizabethan
manor for her domestic buildings, but chose Gothic as
the style appropriate for a Chapel and New College as
the perfect pattern of it.    Thus we may explain the use
of Gothic at Oxford in the XVI Ith century, as at
Lincoln, Oriel, University, and Brasenose, so much later
than elsewhere.

James had been inclined at first to favour the Puritans,
but when he finally cast in his lot with the High Church
party, the University, which he, like Elizabeth, had
done his best to conciliate as the educational centre of
the national clergy, supported him loyally. In the
year of his accession he had granted letters patent to
both Universities, empowering them each to choose
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